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have passed In their own time, that I cannot re-
frain from quoting it.

" The great end of history is the exact illus-
tration of events as they occurred,, and there
should be neither exaggeration or concealment to
suit angry feelings or personal disappointment.
It should contain the truth, the wh'ole truth, and
nothing but the truth. Mr, Hook has,, however,
in this respect wandered from his proper province
as an historian at the expense of the reputation of
his gallant hero (Sir David Baird), by attacking
the judgment, juHtice, impartiality, and duty,, of
the Commander-iu-Chicf (General Harris),, and
of the Governor-General (Lord Wellesley), for
the purpose of establishing a grievance and an
insinuation which the facts and results do not
warrant, and to which Sir David Baird* had he
been alive, would never have given countenance;
and certainly, what General Baird thought tin-
worthy of him as a soldier, his Biographer had p.o
right to bring up against him, with no other appa-
rent purpose than that of attacking the honour of
those who are living, and the memory of those
who arc dead,1'

Keeping constantly in my remembrance this
most just and powerful incitement to truth, it will
be my eamenfc endeavour to do equal justice to
Lord Harris and to Sir David Baird, This duty
is the more easy and gratifying to me, because an
intimate and affectionate intercourse of thirty
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